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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to amendments filed on December 15, 2008. 
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3. Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 56-90, 102-106, 113-115, and 117-120 are allowed. 

The prior art references do not disclose or suggest the claimed inventions. 

Regarding claim 56, Bergh et al discloses device for the parallel conduct or study 
of chemical reactions (see Abstract), comprising the following components: (a) at least 
two spatially separated reaction spaces (600), each of which has an input side and an 
output side; and (b) on the reaction space input side, at least one common educt feed 
(510) for the reaction spaces according to (a), or for subsets of them. 

The prior art reference does not disclose or suggest the limitation of (d) on the 
reaction space output side, at least one connection per reaction space to at least one 
holding gas feed common to all the reaction spaces, or subsets of them and (e) on the 
reaction space output side, and downstream of the connection to the holding gas feed 
according to (d) in the product flow direction, at least one restrictor per reaction space. 

Regarding claim 72, Bergh et al discloses device for the parallel conduct or study 
of chemical reactions (see Abstract), comprising the following components: (a) at least 
two spatially separated reaction spaces (600), each of which has an input side and an 
output side; and (b) on the reaction space input side, at least one common educt feed 
(51 0) for the reaction spaces according to (a), or for subsets of them. 

The prior art reference does not disclose or suggest the limitation of (d) on the 
reaction space output side, at least one connection per reaction space to at least one 
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holding gas feed common to all the reaction spaces, or subsets of them; (d') on the 
reaction space output side, at least one connection per reaction space to at least one 
control fluid common to all the reaction spaces; and (e) on the reaction space output 
side, and downstream of the connection to the holding gas feed according to (d) in the 
product flow direction, at least one restrictor per reaction space. 

Regarding claim 102, Bergh et al discloses device for the parallel conduct or 
study of chemical reactions (see Abstract), comprising the following components: (a) at 
least two spatially separated reaction spaces (600), each of which has an input side and 
an output side; and (b) on the reaction space input side, at least one common educt 
feed (510) for the reaction spaces according to (a), or for subsets of them 

The prior art reference does not disclose or suggest the limitation of (b") on the 
reaction space input side and as part of the connections of the common educt liquid 
feed to the reaction spaces according to (a), at least one restrictor per connection; (e') 
on the reaction space output side and downstream of a connection to an optional 
control fluid feed, in the flow direction of at least one reaction product, at least one gas- 
liquid separation unit per reaction space; (e") associated with each gas-liquid separation 
unit, a connection for discharging at least one reaction gas; (e'") per connection 
according to (e") and via a node/mixing point, a connection to a common holding gas 
feed; and (e"") after the nodes according to (e'"), downstream in the flow direction of the 
reaction gas, but before an optional analysis unit, at least one restrictor per connection 
according to (e"), configured to keep pressure constant in all the reaction spaces even if 
volume fluctuations occur in the reaction spaces. 
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Regarding claim 113, Bergh et al discloses a device for the processing or testing 
of at least one chemical reaction, comprising: a unit for the controlled discharge of 
product fluid out of at least one high pressure end reaction vessel (600), wherein said 
reaction vessel is in fluid connection, with a collecting area (520) that is at a lower 
pressure than the high pressure reaction vessel (see column 13, line 27 through column 
14, line 6 and figure 1A). 

Bergh et al does not disclose a fluid separation unit and said fluid separation unit 
is in fluid connection, via a discharge valve, with a collecting area. 

Karlsson et al discloses that the plurality of effluents generated are further 
process by, for example, separating the effluents (see column 3, lines 53-61 and 
column 8, lines 29-57), a sample valve (20) is at a reduced pressure as compared to the 
pressure in lines (16) (see column 7, lines 47-67), and the selected effluent is directed 
to a processing device (28), which is interpreted as a collecting area (see column 8, 
lines 29-57). 

The prior art references do not disclose or suggest a device wherein the 
collecting area for the product fluid is a fluid separation unit located at the low pressure 
end with respect to the high pressure end fluid separation unit. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See Sugarman et al (US 5,503,805), Hindsgaul et al (US 
6,723,235), and Chatelain et al (US 6,623,703). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NATASHA YOUNG whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30 am-6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Walter Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1447. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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